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(I cut this cartoon out of Punch which in those days was
a Liberal paper,)

The assembly of the House of Lords to discuss the
rejection of the Budget was the largest ever known.
Aged Peers came from remote regions of the country-side
Vv'ho could not even find their way to the Houses of
Parliament. The galleries were packed with all the
great ladies of England, and the debate extended over ten
days.

The best speeches made were by those who, while
hating the Bill, realized that its rejection would raise a
bigger question than that of the Budget. Lord Rosebery,
Lord Cromer, Lord Balf our of Buiieigh, and the Archbishop
of York appealed in words of great eloquence to their
fellow-peers not to raise this question. But the Lords
acted as if demented. What blindness could have fallen
upon Lord Lansdowne and others to urge the Peers down
these slippery slopes to the sea will always remain a
mystery. It is said that the Whips had promised an
immense majority in the country over Tariff Reform.
But even if they had won that election their doom could
only be a question of time, for it was evident that in
future no Liberal Government could take Office without
guarantees for the destruction of the Veto.

Obdurate to all these considerations, and influenced
by the speeches of Lord Milner and Lord Willoughby de
Broke, the Lords by an overwhelming majority on the
30th of November rejected the Budget, and on the
following Saturday an immense multitude filled Trafalgar
Square to demonstrate not so much in the interests of the
Budget as against the action of the Lords.

The position which Henry had foreseen had come to
pass, and he instantly asked for and obtained sanction
for the dissolution of Parliament.

The controversy which raged up and down the country
between the Peers and the People was an issue which
could have but one result.